
The Gibson Trust
(Registered Charity Number 30473)

Guidance notes for applicants

William Gibson was born in 1840 on a smallholding near Dromore. After serving his time as a 
watchmaker, he set up his own business in Belfast, making watches and high quality silverware. 
Some years later, he started a second company in London.

When he died in 1913 he bequeathed money to be invested to produce an income to help eligible 
farmers in Co. Antrim and Co. Down. Over the past 100 years, successive Trustees have managed 
the fund as directed in Mr. Gibson’s bequest. The size of a grant varies, but will be not more than 
10% of the approved cost of the work.

An applicant must meet the following conditions :

•  Farm more than 12 hectares of land, owned by the family for at least 25 years.
•  Have a farm business of between 1,000 and 6,500 standard man hours.
•  Farming must be a significant part of family income.
•  A formal application must be submitted before starting work.
•  Should not have had a grant from the Trust within 10 years.

Farm improvements that the trustees may consider for a grant :

•  Production and welfare improvements - new stock houses, silos, sheds or other new (or
    substantially modernised) buildings.
•  Laneway / entrance repairs and improvements with the welfare / health and safety dimension.
•  Farm diversification : complementary process to add value to farm produce.

Farm improvements that will NOT be considered for grant :

•  Dwellings, normal building repairs, fencing, land reclamation, crop cultivation and purchase of
    field machinery or stock.
•  Proposals considered by the Trustees to be uneconomic, or not in accordance with the objects of
    the Trust.

Should you decide to apply for a grant under the terms above, please note that YOU are 
responsible for ensuring that your development comlies with good farming practice and current 
legislation, especially in relation to safety, health, animal welfare and pollution.

You should comlete the enclosed application form with full answers to all questions, including :

•  Full address : include postcode, telephone and mobile numbers.
•  Farm business : area farmed, area of silage, crops and livestock numbers.
•  Cost : a written quotation from the supplier or the contractor doing the work.
•  Other income : such as earnings from off the farm or from Social Security payments.

Completed applications should be sent by post to :

The Gibson Trust, 59 Ballyrogan Road, Newtownards, County Down, BT23 4ST 

THE TRUSTEES HAVE ABSOLUTE DISCRETION AND THEIR DECISION IS FINAL.



The Gibson Trust : Application for a Grant
Applicant:

Name ...........................................................................

Address ........................................................................

......................................................................................

......................................................................................

......................................................................................

Post Code .....................................................................

Details of the Farm Business:

Size of land owned ................................................ ha

Rented in conacre .................................................. ha

Total area farmed .................................................. ha

Main enterprise/s ........................................................

......................................................................................

Area of grass .......................................................... ha

Grass cut for silage ................................................ ha

Area of whole crop silage ..................................... ha

Age ............... Marital Status ......................................

Telephone number ......................................................

Mobile phone number ...............................................

Email ............................................................................

Origin of farm .............................................................

Number of family living on the farm .........................

No. of cows ..................................................................

No. of other cattle : 6 to 18 months ..........................

         Over 18 months ..........................

No. of breeding ewes .................................................

No. of store lambs for fattening ..................................

No. of pigs or poultry .................................................

Arable crops : Potatoes ......................................... ha

   Cereals ........................................ ha

     Other  ........................................ ha

Signature ..................................................................... Date .............................................................................

Grant approved? YES/NO ...........................................

Signatures of Trustees .................................................

If YES, the value of the Grant ....................................

......................................................................................

Main items of Farm Machinery:

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

Main buildings on the farm:

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

Grant Application:
The purpose for which you seek a agrant ..................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

Has a grant previously been offered by the Trustees?

If YES, please give details including purpose, value and date of offer ....................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

Are you employed with any business other than the farm? If YES, please give details .........................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

Declarartion by Applicant:
I have read the rules of the Gibson Trust (Gibson Trust Application Rules).

I also include an estimate of cost from my Contractor.

For Trustees’ use


